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Preparatory Work for Post-war 
Trade 


(In July last year the President of the Board of Trade announced 
that industrialists could apply for facilities to undertake preparatory 
post-war work. This article reviews the progress which has been 
made in granting these facilities.) 


War production comes first and must not be impeded, but 
subject to this overriding consideration the Government are 
prepared to consider the grant of facilities to manufacturers to 
enable them to carry out experimental and development work, 
including the manufacture of prototypes, in preparation for the 
day when they will switch over to their peace-time production. 
Such facilities have already been granted to a large number of 
firms over the past eight months. 

Each application for these facilities is considered by the Board 
of Trade in consultation with the other departments concerned, 
including the Supply Departments and the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. Unless it is considered that the pre- 
paratory work will interfere with current or future war or other 
priority work, approval is given for it to proceed. In a few 
instances facilities have been refused because the applicants have 
been behind on their war work and it has been considered that 
any post-war preparatory work would interfere further with war 
contracts. These, however, have been kept under continuous 
review, and as soon as circumstances have allowed, the manu- 
facturer has been given permission to go ahead. There are a few 
materials the available supplies of which are all needed for 
essential wartime purposes, but with the exception of these it is 
possible to make available the raw materials required for all 
approved experimental or development work. In view, how- 
ever, of the heavy demands for labour for war and other priority 
work, it is necessary to ask manufacturers to undertake their 
approved preparatory work without any increase in their labour 
force. 

More than 1,300 applications have been received since August 
1944, and of these only 13 have been rejected. Of the remainder 
more than 1,150 have been approved and the rest are under 
consideration. The applications which have been approved 
cover a very wide range of engineering products, and Table I 
shows the approximate proportions of the total for certain main 
classes of engineering production. 


TABLE I 
Class of Production Per cent. of total 


approved appli- 


cations 

(approx.) 
Road and rail transport mr avs 13 
Domestic appliances and kitchen equipment 12 
Textile machinery Por ‘ és i 1] 
Printing, paper, and paper working 5 
Electrical machinery and equipment ... 4 
Food machinery 4 
Machine tools 4 
Refrigeration machinery and equipment 2 
Contractors’ plant 2 
Plastic machinery 2 
Clocks and watches 2 
Prime movers ] 
Office machinery l 
Radio : l 
Laundry snnlithiens ] 
Scientific instruments I 


Applications outside the classes of production listed in Table I 
represent a very wide variety of products, but mostly they are 
products of the engineering industries. 

Table II shows the 
received and dealt with over the past six months. 


rate at which applications have been 
It will be 
seen that up to the end of 1944 the rate at which applications 
were made remained fairly steady, but since then there has been 
a small decrease in the flow of applications. 

In most instances the preparatory work for which facilities 
have been granted has comprised the preparation of new designs 
and the manufacture of one or two prototype machines. In others 
the work has consisted of experiments in the use of new materials 
for existing products or the reconditioning of jigs and tools in 
readiness for production. The figures given above do not include 
applications for materials for production even though only on a 
small scale, i.e. the manufacture of samples for distribution to 
customers. Approval is always given on the understanding that 


there can be no assurance of facilities for manufacture on a 


TABLE II 











198 219 


| | | 
| as Ist Oct. 1944 | 10th Nov. 1944 llth Dec. 1944 | 15th Jan. 1945 | 15th Feb. 1945 | 14th March 1945 
Applications (a) " ad 160 575 s “819 ba obi “1,020 ud 1,205 4 394 
Approved (b)... 83 300 595 792 968 1,151 
Rejected (¢).. “| 3 30 | "28 | 30 18 13 
Under quactdemnabin Ay? gu 74 245 | 196 | 169 


| 





(continued on page 134) 
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Annual Review 


In the present article a review is made of retail trade during 
the trade year ended 3lst January 1945, based on the statistics 
published monthly in the Board of Trade Journal. 

The sample of retailers reporting to the Bank was maintained 
during 1944-45 at roughly the same size as it had reached during 
the previous year. The total value of sales reported during the 
year was about £435 million, which is not far short of one-fifth 
of the national total for goods of the kinds which the sample 
effectively covers (excluding, for example, tobacco, drink, coal 
and newspapers). It is extremely gratifying that, despite war- 
time difficulties, returns should be received covering so large a 
part of the field, but additional contributors would be very 
welcome, especially private traders (who are inadequately repre- 
sented). Retailers not already collaborating are reminded that 
they can obtain specimen forms and particulars of the methods 
for ensuring secrecy from the Statistics Office of the Bank of 
England or from any of the collaborating Trade Organisations.* 


SALES: ANALYSIS OF THE MAIN RESULTS 


Information Available : Information about sales is given in two 
main forms :— 

(a) Percentage changes compared with the corresponding period 
a year earlier are given in the table below for each category of 
goods and for each district. 





* Retail Distributors’ Association, 7 Park Lane, London, W.1. 
Drapers’ Chamber of Trade of Great Britain & Ireland, 356 Oxford 
Street, London, W.1. Co-Operative Union, Holyoake House, 
Hanover Street, Manchester, 4. Multiple Shops Federation, 69 
Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. The British Furniture Trades 
Joint Committee, 280 Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
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(b) Monthly index numbers are given in the table overleaf for 
the main sections, with separate figures for each district. This 
table is more valuable, in that it enables any month to be com- 
pared with any other, instead of merely with the corresponding 
month a year ago. Supplementary index numbers are. given on 
page 137 for six of the most important categories, but these are 
not analysed by districts. 


General Factors: Sales in wartime are mainly affected by price 
changes, availability of supplies and rationing arrangements. 
The last-named are, of course, largely a reflection of the available 
supplies of the goods in question, but have an independent 
influence on sales in two ways: where the ration period is a 
long gne, as it is with clothing, the sales in particular months 
are very greatly affected by coupon release dates ; and, secondly, 
the ration may fix sales for a time at a level rather above or 
below incoming supplies, with a consequent movement in 
stocks. 

So far as prices are concerned there was relatively little change 
from the 1943 level in any category, though the upward tendency 
continued, especially for some of the less closely controlled goods. 
The Budget did not this time contain any important change in 
indirect taxation, such as has affected prices in earlier years. 

The volume of supplies reaching the retailers also showed 
relatively little change this year in the aggregate, and no single 
category showed a really large movement. Production in many 
lines has become more stabilised over the last year or two at a 
basic level, with a preponderance of simple types of essential 
articles: there have been increases in some lines, which have 
partially off-set decreases elsewhere. 


Sales (at Selling Value) compared with a Year earlier 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 















































1943-44 compared with 1942-43 1944-45 compared with 1943-44 
Class of Merchandise — —— ——]|-- - — - 
Febru- Febru- 
First Second Third Fourth ary— First Second Third Fourth ary 
Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | January|| Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter | January 
Piece-goods * hs -. | — 118 - 15-4 - 58 — &1]— 96] + 11-2 + 1-9 + 13-5 + 13-2 + 10-2 
(i) Household goods oe ise — 28-2 — 16:8 — 19:3 + 42 16-2 + 1:3 — 76 — 35 + 2-2 — 1-7 
(ii) Dress materials... ee a eed + 02 + 13-1 + 0-4 53] +179 | + 05 | + 20-5 +171 + 14-4 
Women’s wear ... rye we | — 67 —186 {| + Il — 79 - 80]} + 21-5 + 98 +156 |] +176 | + 163 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... w. | — 25°9 — 23:8 — 44 — 143 — 17-8 || + 27-6 + 21-1 + 33-7 + 27-4 | + 27:8 
Boots and shoes ... _ coe — 95 — 13°83 — 36 — 12-1 - 98 + 33 — 49 + 11-0 + 9-2 + 45 
Furnishing departments... | —156 | —146 | — 95 | —114 | —12:9] —123 |] — 74] — 82 +t 89 | — 47 
Hardware. ; soe an — 12°5 — 85 — 42 + 33 — G60 — 05 + 1-4 — 20 + 26 + 0-2 
Fancy deps artme nts _ fin + 58 + 64 + 45 3-0 1 4-6 0:7 | 2-6 + 40 + 69 + 3-7 
Sports and travel. oe | — 47 — 18 |] +110 12-7 6-0 16-0 + 71 t 87) + 171 + 13-4 
Miscellaneous and unspecified | + 16 + 53 + 46 + 2-1 + 3-4 2-9 1 7-6 + 49 + 65 + 55 
Total—Non-food merchandise} — 7-7 — 10-7 — 0:5 36 | — &7 + 8-9 + 5 + 10-0 + 11-9 + 9] 
Food and perishables_... ae — 09 + 13 + 2-3 + 5274 20 + 58 + 6-2 + 50 + 46 + 5-4 
Tora vee a | — 38 — 35 |] + 12 14 )— 12] + 7-2 + 59 + 71 + 75 + 69 
Scotland ... uae —_ wae — 29 — 37 + 23 + 1-0 — 08 + 6-7 + 66 + 76 + 90 + 76 
North East ees ee | OT — 28 1 4 26] 4 22) — O89 +65.) + 88). 4-2084 + 804. 4 88 
North West ; wi — 6S — 5-4 + 0-7 05 1— 30] + 90 + 76 + 93 + 88 + 8&7 
Midlands and South Wales sd — 47 — 55 — 01 02 ]— 26 + 5:5 + 85 + 10-4 + 7-9 + 8] 
South of England — 71 — 53 — 08 + 04 - 33] + Fl + 7-2 + 10-7 + 95 + 87 
London (Central and W: ‘est End) + 08 — 06) + 45 + 2-2 1-8 1 9-5 — 19-1 rs 79 + 67 = J} 
London (Suburban) ° + 0-2 + 1-0 + 19 + 41 + 1-8 4+. 73 + 28 2 + 23 + 2-4 
Unallocated wes a | — 10 — 92 — 1-7 — 12 3:3 | 5&3 + 08 + r4 3 + 58 + 5-4 



































* Including a substantial quantity of goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 





Preparatory Work for Post-war Trade—Continued from page 133 


production scale. The approval letter issued by the Board of 
Trade certifies that the preparatory work is in the national 
interest. 

A large number of the approved applications have related to 
experimental and development work designed to lead to the 
production of equipment for the export trade; in other instances 
manufacturers have been given permission to produce proto- 
types of machines which before the war were imported, for 
example, from Germany. 

Although the approval covers only the experimental and 
development stages and is confined to such work as can be done 


with existing labour and without impeding war production, the 
facilities which have been granted over the past eight months 
have enabled a large number of firms to make definite and 
valuable preparations for their post-war production programmes. 


Nore: Applications for facilities for experimental or develop- 
ment work in preparation for post-war trade should be made to 
Department I.M. (E), Board, of Trade Millbank, S.W.1.° Copies 
of forms on which applications should be made may be obtained on 
request from this address or from any Board of Trade Regional 


Office. 
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Annual Review of Retail Trade—continued 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
Scotland North-East North-West Midlands and 
South Wales 
' sill etansiicdiiind | ae | t ! | i rae 
Period 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 |} 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 
APPAREL * 
January 81 96 73 74 73 90 65 65 83 98 72 69 81 95 64 63 
February 16 92 68 | 101 76 90 68 | 106 17 92 66 | 104 87 95 65 | 105 
March 90 | 104 96 | 102 96 | 110 94 | 104 98 | 114 92 | 102 |} 109 | 115 | 91 | 103 
April 102 | 102 | 104 | 105 |} 111 | 111 | 110 | 108 || 114 | 110 | 109 | 108 || 116 | 105 | 107 | 106 
May 116 96 95 99 || 118 | 104 86 | 102 || 122 96 85 95 || 124 95 2 96 
June 118 | 121 90 97 || 103 | 108 84 85 || 105 | 113 84 85 || 109 | 113 76 79 
July 89 91 15 87 86 89 69 81 91 89 68 84 92 89 65 82 
August 82 80 74 | 116 89 86 13 | 127 86 82 70 | 120 89 79 67 | 124 
September 94 92 | 112 | 116 89 s6 | 110 | 111 87 83 | 106 | 108 93 82 | 110 | 108 
October 98 | 113 99 | 107 96 | 116 97 | 108 92 | 115 93 | 105 |} 104 | 119 92 | 105 
November 93 | 101 87 | 104 97 | 102 85 | 102 92 98 81 | 101 98 | 104 83 | 100 
December 108 | 109 99 | 122 || 113 | 108 97 | 121 |} 112 | 109 97 | 115 || 117 | 107 95 | 119 
Year 96 | 100 89 | 103 96 | 100 87 | 102 97 | 100 85 | 100 || 102 | 100 83 99 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS + 
January 98 | 104 86 79 \ 100 | 105 88 81 | 103 | 110 90 78 99 | 103 87 84 
February 98 \ 101 86 78 95 | 106 92 82 97 | 108 86 77 Ur Vine! 119 98 83 
March 104 | 110 97 92 || 106 | 114 91 90 |} 101 | 112 89 90 || 116 | 114 96 89 
April 105 | 107 93 88 || 118 | 115 89 92 || 109 | 112 87 85 |} 117 | 117 93 97 
May 94 | 102 87 92 || 110 | 107 83 88 || 100 99 77 79 || 109 | 106 86 94 
June 111 | 102 87 85 || 107 91 79 84 || 103 93 74 79 || 107 93 79 88 
July 105 85 82 83 || 109 89 17 78: || Dis 91 17 78 || 107 88 82 84 
August 115 90 83 76 || 121 96 86 86 || 121 93 81 77 || 123 90 84 80 
September 114 94 83 84 || 114 92 79 82 || 113 93 77 83 || 116 95 80 87 
October 115 96 89 88 || 111 95 90 89 || 113 95 86 81 || 121 94 85 85 
November 116 91 87 98 || 117 93 87 93 || 116 93 81 91 || 113 92 86 95 
December 144 | 116 | 110 | 125 || 134.] 100 | 101 | 115 |] 136 | 100 94 | 106 || 134 98 | 100 | 112 
Year 110 | 100 89 89 || 112 | 100 87 88 || 111 | 100 83 84 || 115 | 100 88 90 
NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE f 
January 84) 95 79 78 81 92 78 77 87 | 97 80 77 86) 95 | 76) 74 
February 83 93 17 95 83 93 84 | 101 85 96 79 97 93 98 82 99 
March 92 | 101 95 | 100 95 | 104 95 | 102 95 | 107 93 | 100 || 103 | 107 94 | 100 
April 99 99 | 100 | 100 || 105 | 105 | 103 | 104 || 107 | 106 | 102 | 101 || 107 | 102 | 100 | 102 
May 106 95 93 98 || 108 | 101 90 | 104 |} 111 96 87 95 || 113 95 86 99 
June 110 | 110 89 94 99 99 89 97 || 102 | 102 86 89 |} 103 | 101 80 85 
July 91 89 80 88 90 90 79 89 96 90 76 87 94 90 74 7 
August 90 85 80 | 106 97 92 85 | 118 96 89 so | 109 97 86 78 | 111 
September 97 94 | 104 | 109 93 91 | 105 | 109 94 88 | 100 | 105 98 89 | 103 | 107 
October 100 | 108 99 | 105 98 | 109 | 102 | 110 96 | 108 97 | 104 }} 106 | 110 95 | 103 
November 100 | 103 95 | 110 |} 104 | 106 | 100 | 113 |] 101 | 101 92 | 109 |} 105 | 105 | 95 | 110 
December 126 | 125 | 117 | 139 |] 125 | 120 | 115 | 135 |] 128 | 122 | 115 | 130 }} 132 | 122 | 116 | 136 
Year 98 | 100 92 | 102 98 | 100 94 | 105 || 100 | 100 90 | 100 || 103 | 100 90 | 101 
FOOD AND PERISHABLES 
January 96 95 99 | 105 95 95 97 | 103 94 93 96 | 100 98 94 96 97 
February 98 99 99 | 103 98 | 100 99 | 103 | 98 98 98 | 104 || 100 | 100 99 | 101 
March 97 | 100 99 | 107 95 | 102 98 | 103 || 94 99 97 | 111 97 | 101 99 | 102 
April 99 98 | 101 | 104 99 | 101 | 103 | 108 || 103 | 104 | 103 | 109 || 102 | 104 | 104 | 109 
May 94 | 101 | 102 | 108 96 | 102 99 | 109 97 | 102 99 | 107 97 | 103 | 101 | 110 
June 95 | 100 | 105 | 111 95 99 | 108 | 114 94 98 | 108 | 114 94 | 100 | 106 | 110 
July 95 | 101 | 101 | 108 97 | 101 | 102 | 112 99 | 103 | 102 | 109 96 | 103 98 | 106 
August 93 98 | 102 | 109 98 | 101 | 102 | 115 97 | 103 | 105 | 116 95 | 100 99 | 113 
September 94 99 | 104 | 109 93 97 | 102 | 109 94 | 100 | 102 | 107 94 99 | 100 | 106 
October 93 | 101 | 106 | 107 94 98 | 104 | 108 94 | 100 | 104 | 107 94 99 | 102 | 106 
November 94 | 100 | 105 | 109 94 97 | 104 | 110 92 96 | 101 | 106 90) 97 | lol | 104 
December 108 | 107 | 115 | 123 |] 106 | 105 | 111 | 121 || 106 | 104 | 111 | 120 }} 106 | 104 | 109 | 114 
Year 96 | 100 | 103 | 109 97 | 100 | 102 | 110 97 | 100 | 102 | 109 97 | 100 | 101 | 107 
TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
January 91 95 90 93 89 94 89 92 91 95 89 89 94 95 89 88 
February 92 96 90 | 100 92 97 92 | 102 91 97 88 | 101 98 99 93 | 100 
March 95 | 101 98 | 104 95 | 103 97 | 103 95 | 103 96 | 106 || 100 | 103 97 | 101 
April 99 98 | 100 | 103 || 102 | 103 | 103 | 107 || 105 | 105 | 103 | 105 || 104 | 103 | 102 | 106 
May 101 99 98 | 103 || 102 | 102 95 | 107 || 105 99 93 | 101 |} 103 | 100 95 | 105 
June 101 | 105 98 | 104 96 99 | 100 | 107 98 | 100 97 | 102 97 | 100 97 | 101 
July 93 96 92 | 100 94 96 93 | 102 98 96 89 98 95 98 89 98 
August 92 92 92 | 108 97 97 95 | 116 96 95 93 | 112 95 94 91 | 112 
September 95 97 | 104 | 109 93 95 | 103 | 109 93 94 | 100 | 105 95 95 | 100 | 106 
October 96 | 104 | 103 | 106 96 | 103 | 103 | 109 95 | 104 | 101 | 106 98 | 103 99 | 105 
November 96 | 101 | 100 | 109 98 | 101 | 102 | 111 96 99 96 | 107 96 | 100 99 | 106 
December 116 | 114 | 116 | 129 |} 114 | 11¥ | 113 | 127 |} 117 | 113 | 114 | 126 #} 116 | 111 | 112 | 123 
Year 97 | 100 98 | 106 97 | 100 99 | 108 98. | 100 97 | 105 99 | 100 97 | 104 



























































* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 


+ Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 






















































































































































































































































































136 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 31st March 1945 ls 
Annual Review of Retail Trade—continued Al 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
South of England London—Central London—Suburban | Total, Great 
and West End | Britain § Period 
‘ n 1 1 , 4 I | 1 
1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 " 
Ja 
APPAREL * 
86 | 94 | 67 {| 66 100 ] 104) 79 | 82 72 \ 87 63 | 61 83) 95 | 69 | 68 |) January Ay 
90 | 90 | 65 | 103 67 | 78 | 73 | 111 81 | 88 | 62 | 105 81 | 90 | 66 | 107 || February Mi 
110 | 105 | 88 | 102 84 | 97 | 98 | 114 99 | 109 | 88 | 102 99 | 108 | 93 | 105 || March Ju 
118 | 103 | 109 | 110 97 | 105 | 124 | 126 || 104 | 102 | 110 | 105 || 111 | 106 | 112 | 112 |] April 
127 | 95 | 88 | 97 96 | 88 | 99 | 111 || 112 | 94 | 86] 97 | 119 | 95 | 89 | 100 |} May Ju 
113 | 112 | 80 | 80 86 | 101 | 91 | 76 || 103 | 108 | 78 | 69 || 106 | 111 | 83 | 82 |] June - 
fy eC) 
89 | 87 | 74] 84 71 87 | 80 | 53 80 | 86] 65 | 75 86 | 88 | 70 |; 79 || July Oc 
92 | 84] 75 | 124 63 | 82 | 80] 78 77 | 79 | 64 | 97 83 | 82 | 71 | 117 || August No 
98 | 90 | 116 | 118 81 | 103 | 134 | 119 89 | 88 | 114 | 109 90 | 88 | 115 | 113 || September De 
98 | 122 | 99 | 110 86 | 129 | 119 | 137 96 | 122 | 99 | 100 96 | 120 | 100 | 112 || October 
98 | 101 | 87 | 106 80 | 108 | 103 | 127 96 | 109 | 91 | 103 94 | 103 | 87 | 106 || November 
121 | 115 | 104 | 127 91 | 115 | 110 | 126 || 127 | 126 | 116 | 131 |] 113 | 112 | 102 | 128 |} December ‘ 
103 ; 100 | 88 | 102 83 | 100 | 99 | 105 95 | 100 | 86 | 95 97 | 100 | 88 | 102 || Year 
bu 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS t+ fig 
103 | 99 | 84 | 86 82 | 107 | 90, 89 79 | 104 | 86) 83 95 | 104 | 89 | 85 | January 
105 | 109 | 92 | 83 55 | 97] 91 | 85 85 | 111 | 98, 82 90 | 106 | 92 | 83 || February 
112 | 116 | 98 | 94 63 | 107 | 94 | 92 85 | 113 | 99 | 93 96 | 112 | 95 | 90 || March 
112 | 118 | 96 | 104 59 | 110 | 92 | 77 88 | 114 | 96 | 98 |} 101 | 114 | 94 | 93 |] April th: 
107 | 106 | 88 | 91 65 | 95 | 90 | 86 85 | 101 | 92 | 95 95 | 102 | 87 | 89 |] May 
104 91 86 | 89 81 89 79 | 61 88 90 90 | 80 99 92 81 | 80 || June a0 
eal 
101 89 88 | 85 85 97 83 | 48 80 87 85 | 63 100 90 82 | 73 || July 
113 | 95 | 89 | 89 72 | 84/ 79 | 46 | 102 | 88] 89 | 66 || 107 | 91 | 84] 75 || August un 
109 | 95 | 87 | 89 88 | 97] 93 | 66 || 102 | 90 | 86 | 83 || 106 | 94 | 84 | 82 || September an 
104 | 95 | 86 | 91 91 | 105 | 100 | 94 || 102 | 96 | 92 | 97 || 106 | 97 | 90 | 89 || October ie 
110 | 89 | 86 | 98 93 | 101 | 92 | 100 || 111 | 96 | 90 | 101 || 110 | 94 | 87 | 96 || November wt 
123 | 99 | 108 | 125 |} 104 | 110 | 104 | 110 || 129 | 110 | 121 | 131 |] 127 | 104 | 105 | 114 |] December Th 
108 | 100 | 91 | 94 78 | 100 | 91 | 80 95 | 100 | 94] 89 H 103 | 100 | 89 | 87 || Year “ 
Or 
NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE t 
0) 
9 | 96 | 76) 75 88 | 98 | 81 | 83 79 | 92 | 76) 73 87 | 95 | 80 | 78 || January 
97 | 96 | 80 | 96 65 | 84] 82 | 102 8 | 96 | 80] 98 86 | 94 | 81 | 99 || February 
105 | 102 | 91 | 101 76 | 97 | 95 | 105 91 | 104 | 92 | 101 95 | 103 | 94 | 100 || March 
110 | 101 | 99 | 103 83 | 103 | 109 | 106 96 | 101 | 101 | 99 |} 102 | 102 | 103 | 104 |} April 
114 | 94 | 88] 97 86 | 89 | 96 | 102 99 | 94 | “90 | 97 || 107 | 95 | 90 | 99 || May flu 
106 | 99 | 81 | 84 84 | 93 | 87] 72 96 | 98 | 84] 75 || 100 | 100 | 84] 86 |] June a 
94 | 88] 80] 89 79 | 89 2| 53 81 | 87] 75 | 74 90 | 89 | 78 | 82 | July F 
101 | 90 | 84 | 113 70 | 84 | 84] 69 87 | 84] 77 | 87 93 | 88 | 82 | 102 || August - 
102 | 93 | 106 | 112 84 | 100 | 117 | 100 94 | 92 | 104 | 96 94 | 92 | 106 | 107 || September Ot 
99 | 110 | 97 | 107 88 | 118 | 113 | 121 96 | 112 | 97 | 101 98 | 111 | 100 | 108 |} October in 
108 | 103 | 98 | 117 89 | 111 | 107 | 126 || 102 | 107 | 98 | 110 || 103 | 105 | 98 | 113 || November | 
138 | 129 | 127 | 149 |} 111 | 131 | 129 | 138 |} 134 | 131 | 132 | 143 |} 129 | 125 | 123 | 140 || December in 
col 
106 | 100 | 92 | 104 || 841 100! 991 98 95 | 100 | 92! 96 98 | 100 | 93 | 101 || Year ap 
to 
FOOD AND PERISHABLES . for 
100 | 96) 94 96 81) 92 | 95 | loo 88) 91) 96) loo 95 | 94) 96 | 100 || January 58 
101 | 101 | 96 | 99 79 | 95 | 97 | 111 91 | 95 | 98 | 107 97 | 99 | 98 | 103 || February 
101 | 103 | 96 | 100 87 | 103 | 102 | 114 92 | 96 | 100 | 106 96 | 100 | 98 | 105 || March Ap 
104 | 104 | 100 | 107 94 | 104 | 107 | 117 97 | 98 | 107 | 112 |} 101 | 102 | 103 | 109 |] April a 
102 | 103 | 98 | 107 91 | 103 | 106 | 115 97 | 103 | 108 | 121 98 | 102 | 101 | 111 || May be 
98 | 98 | 101 | 106 92 | 98 | 103 | 101 94 | 101 | 112 | 115 95 | 99 | 106 | 111 || June i 
Q. 
100 | 103 | 98 | 105 93 | 100 | 103 | 84 92 | 103 | 105 | 102 97 | 102 | 100 | 106 || July ‘ 
100 | 100 | 97 | 109 95 | 100 | 109 | 87 95 | 103 | 105 | 100 97 | 100 | 101 | 110 || August ~ 
9 | 96 | 95 | 103 91 | 100 | 104 | 96 90 | 99 | 104 | 102 93 | 98 | 100 | 105 || September 
94 | 96 | 97 | 102 92 | 100 | 107 | 105 90 | 102 | 106 | 102 94 | 99 | 103 | 105 || October in 
95 | 96 | 97 | 104 94 | 93 | 109 | 114 90 | 100 | 108 | 104 92 | 97 | 102 | 106 || November th 
110 | 105 | 109 | 115 |} 111 | 116 | 124 | 128 |} 104 | 109 | 118 | 121 || 107 | 106 | 113 | 119 || December pe 
a eae Pe te inc 
100 | 100 | 98 | 104 91 | 100 | 105 | 107 || 93 | 100 | 105 | 108 97 | 100 | 102 | 107 || Year 
TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
98 96 88 | 88 86 97 84 | 89 86 91 89 | 93 92 95 89 | 91 || January 
99 | 99 | 90 | 98 68 | 87 | 86 | 104 89 | 96 | 92 | 104 93 | 97 | 91 | 101 |] February 
102 | 102 | 94 | 101 79 | 99 | 97 | 107 92 | 99 | 97 | 104 96 | 102 | 96 | 103 || March - 
106 | 103 | 100 | 105 85 | 103 | 109 | 109 97 | 99 | 105 | 108 |} 101 | 102 | 103 | 107 |] April W 
107 | 100 | 94 | 103 87 | 92 | 98 | 106 98 | 100 | 102 | 113 || 101 | 99 | 96 | 105 || May Me 
101 | 99 | 94] 98 86 | 95 | 91 | 79 95 | 100 | 103 | 102 97 | 99 | 97 | 101 |] June 7 
97 | 97] 911 99 | 83 | 92] 87] 61 |} 88 | 98 | 96] 94 |} 94] 97] 91] 96 |] July Be 
100 | 96 | 92 | 110 77 | 88 | 90 | 74 92 | 97 | 96 | 96 95 | 95 | 93 | 107 || August D1 
97 | 95 | 98 | 106 86 | 100 | 114 | 99 91 | 96 | 104 | 100 94 | 96 | 102 | 106 || September Lo 
96 | 102 | 98 | 104 88 | 114 | 111 | 117 92 | 105 | 104 | 102 96 | 104 | 102 | 106 || October 
100 | 99 | 98 | 109 90 | 106 | 108 | 122 94 | 102 | 104 | 106 97 | 101 | 100 | 109 || November - 
121 | 114 | 117 | 128 |} 111 | 127 | 128 | 135 |] 114 | 116 | 122 | 128 |] 116 | 114 | 117 | 128 || December | 
102 | 100 | 96 | 104 || 85 | 100 | 100 | 100 || 94 | 100 | 101 | 104 || 98 | 100 | 98 | 105 || Year ms 
¢ Apparel, household goods, fancy departments, sports and travel goods and miscellaneous and unspecified goods. po 
§ Including unallocated sales. al 
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Annual Review of Retail Trade—continued 
Supplementary Index Numbers of Retail Sales, 1941 to 1944 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942= 100) 
Piece-goods Women’s Wear | Men’s and Boys’ | Boots and Shoes Furnishing Hardware 
Wear Departments 
Month | -— pe - 
1941/1942} 1943)194411 941) 1942/1943) 1944]1941/1942|1943]194411941)/1942/1943]1944]1941/1942|1943/1944]1941/1942/1943)1944 

January 99 |112 | 79°} 84 | 87 | 95 | 69 | 71 | 77 | 92 | 60 | 56 | 74 | 98 | 74 | 64 | 78 [103 | 93 | 82 [105 | 95 | 87 | 87 
February ... 89 |102 | 77 {106 | 84 | 87 | 66 |108 | 78 | 95 | 56 {103 | 71 | 91 | 75 |L00 | 76 |105 | 94 | 80 ]107 |104 | 94 | 86 
March 103 |113 |103 |108 | 98 |100 | 93 |107 [103 |134 | 89 |109 | 93 {102 | 91 | 90 | 82 /111 | 92 | 82 J118 |114 |100 | 98 
April 104 {105 |i04 |102 |108 {100 |L11 |113 [117 [109 |110 |114 ]107 |116 113 |103 | 86 {112 | 90 | 80 [120 |120 |102 {110 
May 103 | 93 | 89 | 97 [114 | 93 | 89 |102 ]133 | 95 | 83 |103 [115 {102 | 90 | 92 | 82 | 99 | 84 | 84 J114 |109 | 93°} 98 
June 114 | 99 | 74 | 75 [103 {109 | 80 | 82 ]114 |107 | 73 | 79 |104 |119 | 98 | 82 | 83 | 93 | 78 | 74 ]108 | 93 | 89} 91 
July 79 | 84 | 70 | 65 | 85 | 90 | 69 | 78 | 90 | 80 | 59 | 80 | 88 | 93 | 82 | 82] 88 | 89 | 78 | 65 J107 | 89 | 86 | 82 
August 75 | 79 | 69 | 95 | 83 | 83 | 72 |114 | 82 | 70 | 56 {122 | 90 | 93 | 82 |125 | 96 | 86 | 80 | 64 J122 | 96 | 93 | 88 
September 94 | 93 |105 |106 | 90 | 91 {120 |116 | 94 | 80 |104 J114 | 90 | 90 |109 |101 [105 | 94 | 83 | 78 [110 | 94 | 87 | 87 
October 97 |117 | 97 |L09 | 95 1125 {105 |117 [103 {119 | 92 {110 | 92 |109 | 90 | 93 J105 | 97 | 88 | 88 {108 | 94 | 93 | 93 
November... 98 |101 | 89 |108 | 96 |107 | 91 {111 100 |106 | 85 |107 | 87 | 89 | 78 | 86 F113 | 98 | 85 | 96 [105 | 91 | 90 | 97 
December ... 107 | 99 | 92 |LO9 JLI7 |118 {109 |132 [118 |113 | 98 125 [105 | 99 | 89 | 97 J128 {109 |100 |112 [124 |102 |112 [115 

Year 97 |100 | 87 | 97 | 97 |L00 | 89 |104 [101 {100 | 80 {102 | 93 |100 | 89 | 93 | 94 |100 | 87 | 82 [112 |100 | 94 | 94 























Rationing changes have not been of much importance for food, 
but this factor has had a dominant influence on the apparel 
figures, as is explained below. 


ToraL SALEs 

Total sales during the trading year were 6-9 per cent. higher 
than in 1943-44, and 5-6 per cent. higher than in 1942-43. Each 
quarter showed a broadly similar increase compared with a year 
earlier. 

The index numbers show that total daily sales were fairly 
uniform throughout the year, apart from a peak in December 
and low-points in January and July. The former is partly 
due to heavy Christmas purchases, and partly to the holiday, 
which forces all sales into a smaller number of selling days. 
The lowness of sales in January and July is largely due to these 
being the final months of a coupon period ; this factor was reiz- 
forced by the flying bomb attacks in July. Apart from these 
three months the index numbers varied only between 101 and 
109, but there was a slight upward trend. 


SALES BY CATEGORIES 
The various categories were subject to very different in- 
fluences, and an analysis of their figures is more revealing than 
one for total sales. 


Food and Perishables: For the trading year as a whole sales 
rose by 5-4 per cent., and each quarter showed a roughly similar 
increase. 

The essential steadiness of food sales can be seen from the 
index numbers. There is a peak of 119 in December, due to a 
considerable extent to the reduced number of selling days, but 
apart from this the range for the trading year is only from 103 
to 111. It is this steadiness of food sales which mainly accounts 
for the relatively small variations in the index for total sales, 
58-5 per cent. of which was represented by food. 


Apparel: It was pointed out in last year’s annual review that 
a substantial rise in apparel sales was inevitable in 194445, 
because 1943-44 had been a quite abnormally depressed year 
owing to the incidence of coupon releases. As it happens, 
1944-45 exactly coincided with two coupon periods, and so can 
be considered normal so far as this factor is concerned. 

The results have certainly borne out the above prediction, and 
in many ways it is more useful to compare sales in 1944-45 with 
those of two years earlier, as 1943-44 was so abnormal. The 
percentage changes for the various categories and for the apparel 
index are :— 











Category Percentage change, comparing 1944-45 with 
1943-44 1942-43 
Women’s wear + 16 +7 
Men’s and boys’ 
wear : + 28 +5 
Boots and shoes ... + 4} — 6 
Dress materials ... + 14 + 21 
Total apparel + 17 + 5 











The total number of coupons taken by contributors who 
reported this item was about 11 per cent. greater in 1944-45 
than the corresponding figures for a year earlier. It is not 
possible to allocate these coupons by categories of merchandise, 
and for that reason the coupons taken in respect of boots and 


‘ 


shoes cannot be “ weighted ” in the way that the money figures 
are, to allow for the disproportionate size of this category in, the 
sample. 

The average amount taken, per coupon, was slightly higher this 
year than last, but the rise was nothing like so great as that 
between 1942 and 1943. The monthly figures suggest that the 
rise mainly took place during 1943, since when the basic trend 
has only been slightly upwards ; each coupon release produces a 
fall, followed by a gradual recovery. 

It is interesting to see that the enormous rise of 28 per cent. 
recorded this year for sales of men’s and boys’ wear only implies 
a 5 per cent. rise over 1942-43, which is actually rather less than 
the 7 per cent. rise shown for women’s wear. The more erratic 
course of men’s wear sales is largely due to the regulations about 
‘* austerity ” suits, which depressed sales in 1943, and to their 
removal in 1944. Both men’s wear and women’s wear recorded 
higher sales in 194445 than in any earlier year. 

The smaller rise shown, for boots and shoes this year is largely 
accounted for by up-pointing, and the supply difficulties which 
led to this. There has also been less scope for “‘ trading-up ” in 
this category by concentrating on higher-priced articles. 

The monthly index numbers show that apparel sales were 
about 10 per cent. higher in the second half of the trading year 
than in the first, although each coincided with a complete 
coupon period. The issue of children’s supplements in the second 
is partly responsible, but the figures suggest that people may 
have accumulated sonf® coupons in the first period and spent 
them in the second. The flying bombs in June and July led to 
purchases being postponed in the London area. 

The other main conclusion to be drawn from the index numbers 
is that sales were much steadier within a coupon period this year. 
The release dates chosen undoubtedly contributed towards this 
result, and the public have become more aware of the need for 
restraint in the first months. 


Household Goods: ‘The household categories fared worse in 
1944-45 than any others. Falls were recorded for furnishing 
departments, 4:7 per cent., and household piece-goods, 1-7 per cent., 
and the rise for hardware was only 0-2 per cent. 

This is, of course, a reflection of the supply position, but care 
is needed in interpreting the figures. The number of articles 
reaching the shops has increased in respect of many essential 
lines, such as bed linen and blankets in, household textiles; new 
furniture, wireless sets and floor-coverings in furnishing depart- 
ments; various kitchen utensils and cutlery in hardware. In 
several of these cases, however, the proportion of simple types 
at relatively low prices has increased, notably where utility 
articles are involved, and this tends to keep down the value 
figures ; moreover the supply of non-essential items included in 
the household departments has generally declined further. 

In the case of furnishing departments it is also very important 
to remember that second-hand goods now represent a substantial 
proportion of the trade; the supply of these seems to be well 
maintained. 

The index numbers for household goods as a whole show a 
very marked peak in December, due largely to the search for 
unrationed Christmas presents, which also probably raised the 
November index. Sales were low in July and August, largely 
because the flying bombs affected trade in London very greatly. 
Apart from these months the index ranged from 80 to 93, and 
the variations have little significance. 

The supplementary index for furnishing departments shows a 
similar Christmas peak and flying-bomb depression, with little 
else by way of important movement. The hardware index was 
less affected by the flying bombs , partly because London accounts 
for a smaller proportion of the sales ; it showed a rather peculiar 
rise to 110 in April, as well as the inevitable Christmas peak. 
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Other Categories: Sports and travel goods showed significant 
rises in each quarter, the increase for the trading year as a whole 
being 13-4 per cent.; this is largely due to the greater value of 
toy supplies, which produced a rise of as much as 17-1 per cent. 
in the final (Christmas) quarter. 

Sales in the fancy departments also showed rises in each quarter, 
with the largest at Christmas; but the figures are much smaller, 
that for the whole year being only 3-7 per cent. This category 
includes all chemists’ wares, and these give it a greater stability 
than its name might suggest. 


SALES By AREAS 

Taking the year as a whole, all five provincial districts showed 
remarkably similar changes compared with a year earlier. This 
applies not only to total sales, but to each of the three main 
groups—food and perishables, apparel and household goods. 

The two London areas, however, both fared markedly worse 
than the Provinces in each of the three groups. The reason is 
essentially the effects of the flying bombs: in the first quarter 
Central London actually had the highest increase in total sales, 
but in the next two it showed substantial falls, with the Suburbs 
also well below the Provinces. The gap was closed to a con- 
siderable extent in the last quarter, but the two London areas 
were still at the bottom of the list. 

The contrast between the year’s results in London and in the 
Provinces is shown in the following table :— 


SALES IN LONDON AND REST OF GREAT BRITAIN 























Percentage change, comparing 
1944—45 with 1943-44 
Class of Merchandise 
Loudon Rest of Unallo- 
(Postal treat cated 
Area) Britain Sales 
Piece-goods bee oa see 0-7 + 15:5 + 83 
Women’s wear ... bee bea + 61 + 17-4 31-2 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... + 18:8 + 30-2 14-8 
Boots and shoes ane us + 03 + 61 3°3 
Furnishing departments - 10-2 — 10 + 16 
Hardware sab ions is 9-0 |- 36 2-6 
Fancy departments ... soe — 22 + 68 + 1-4 
Sports and travel an 1 4:2 + 26°6 + 11-8 
Food and perishables ... sine + 1-4 + 63 + 9-2 
Total sales (including other 
kinds of merchandise) ... t 12 |] + 84 + 654 
| 








It will be seen that London fared worse in every category, the 
difference being outstandingly great in sports and_ travel 
goods. It is paradoxical that this category should show the 
greatest contrast, as London trade had essentially recovered by 
the Christmas season. 


SaLes BY Type oF SHop 

For the first time information is being published this year 
to show the differing experience of the three main types of 
contributor: department stores, co-operative societies and 
multiple shops. Unfortunately the sample of private traders is 
too small to justify separate figures being given for them. 

The table at the foot of this page shows the movement of sales 
between 1942-43 and 1943-44 and between 1943-44 and 194445 
for each type of contributor, analysed by categories of goods ; 
it will be noticed that the co-operative societies are not able to 
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give separate figures for all the categories, but their sales have 
been allocated so far as possible. 

The three types of shop show broadly similar movements 
between 1943-44 and 1944-45 for total sales and for all the 
categories, apart from the much greater increases shown by 
the multiples for men’s and boys’ wear and sports and travel 
goods. 

Movement between 1942-43 and 1943-44: In the previous 
year, however, there had been some very striking divergencies, 
As with all such movements, one cannot say definitely whether 
they represent a movement towards or away from a ‘‘ normal” 
relationship ; but as the results for the next year were so similar 
for the three groups, one might perhaps regard the 1943 and 
1944 experience as more “normal” to war conditions than 
1942. The main features of the movement between 1942 and 
1943 were as follows :— 

The department stores showed markedly better results than the 
total sample for all categories except furnishing departments, 
where they were close to the average, and sports and travel 
goods, where they were far below it; their advantage in the 
apparel categories was very noticeable. Their total sales, 
however, fell by 1 per cent., which was very similar to the 
combined figure, the explanation being essentially that their 
proportion of food sales is very small, and it was the rise in food 
which prevented a larger decrease for the whole sample. 

The co-operative societies were the only group to show an increase 
in total sales, this being essentially due to the rise in their food 
trade, which represents a very large proportion of their total. 
They fared considerably worse than the whole sample in drapery 
and rather better on boots and shoes. 

The multiples fared better than the average on sports and 
travel goods and furnishing departments, but did rather worse 
on most other categories, notably women’s wear and food. 


STOCKS * 

Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks: These represent the most 
valuable information, since they enable one to see the trend of 
stocks from month to month, and to make any kind of compari- 
son. They show a lower average level in 1944 than in 1943 
for all four categories, the drop being relatively small for boots 
and shoes (5 per cent.) but severe for the other three—15 per cent. 
for men’s wear, 20 per cent. for women’s wear, and 24 per cent. 
for dress materials. 

The position was relatively satisfactory during the first half 
of the trading year which, as mentioned previously, divides into 
two coupon periods. Women’s wear showed an appreciable rise 
from 84 at the end of January to 94 at the end of July ; men’s 
wear and boots and shoes showed little change, and even in dress 
materials the fall was relatively modest. In the second half of 
the year, however, sales of apparel were much higher than in 
the first and this caused a strong downward trend in stocks. 
The reductions in the six months ended January varied from 
18 per cent. for boots and shoes to 27 per cent. for dress materials. 


Comparison with a Year Earlier: The table above gives the 
changes in the value of stocks at the end of each month compared 
with a year earlier, and also, for the main divisions, a comparison 
with the corresponding month of 1938-39. 

Total stocks were consistently between 9 and 19 per cent. 
lower than a year previously, the same sort of result being true 
of each separate district. This movement was essentially 
attributable to non-food merchandise, which consistently showed 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, 


particularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample 
of shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Sales of Department Stores, Co-operative Societies and Multiple Shops 


(Percentage Comparisons with Previous Trading Year) 














1943-44 compared with 1942-43 1944-45 compared with 1943-44 

Class of Merchandise [——__—_—_—_—_,—_—_—__— —_-----—-—] -—— Se 
Department |Co-operative| Multiple Total Department |Co-operative] Multiple Total 
Stores Societies Shops Sample Stores Societies Shops Sample 
Piece-goods ... 4-4 é | 9-6 8-2 10-2 
Women’s wear = 0-3 } - 14-0 | 8-0 + 16°7 } ee 143. + 16-6 : 16-3 
Men’s and boys’ wear - 11-2 — 18-0 20-5 | 17-8 + 18-8 + 20-7 + 37:8 + 27:8 
Boots and shoes - 3-1 - 60 11-6 | 9-8 + 2-5 + 31 + 55 + 45 
Furnishing departments 12-5 11-6 9-4 12-9 7:3 oJS| — 49 — 47 
Hardware art - 0-7 - 4 { 75 | 6-0 0-8 } t O2 Et + 06 + 0-2 
Fancy departments... 8-4 i 4-0) + 46 + 4-2 . + 3-6 + 3-7 
Sports and travel bee 4-5 * + 11-4 + 6-0 0-6 * + 19-3 + 13-4 
Miscellaneous and unspecified + 14-6 + 2-5 T | + 3-4 + O03 + 57 + + 55 
Total—Non-food merchandise 1-7 7-0 7:5 5-7 t+ 90 + 81 + 91 + 91 
Food and perishables 4-9 L 68 3:8 2-0 + 3-5 + 5-6 + 5 + 6-4 
Total one — one - 10 + 3-1 — 56 | 1-2 8-4 + 6-2 + 7-0 + 69 

















* Not separately distinguished. 

















+ Sales negligible. 
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Stocks at End of Month (at Cost) compared with a year ago 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the heidi tnabitis Pe sriod a year earlier) 
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1944 1945 
Class of Merchandise 

Feb. March | April May June July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. Dec. | Jan 
= a a i Se Eee ee a 
Piece-goods .. — .. | —105/ — 51) — 83] — 84] — 83]/— 9-6] — 13-2] — 12-4] — 14-9 | 20-0 | — 22-1] — 23:7 
(i) Household goods coe | FH 49] +176) +:15-4] + 18-9] + 18-0 | + 16-8] + 20-6] + 20-7] +198) + 93} + 2-2 6-0 
(ii) Dress materials ike we | ~ 17:2] — 15-8] — 19-1 | — 20-9] — 21-0 | — 22-7] — 27-8] — 28-6| — 32:5] — 35-7| — 36-4] — 34:9 
Women’s wear ioe ani «. | — 21-9] — 23-5 | — 20-7 | — 19-6] — 15-6] — 15:9 21-8} — 19-2] — 19-4] — 17-1] — 19-4] — 12-4 
Men’s and boys’ wear ms -. | — 96] — 15-4 88) — 89 10-9 15-0 21-2 22-4] — 22-8} — 23:5] — 29-7 27-1 
Boots and shoes... ae | — 87] — 66] — 2-0 Nil + §&51+105/— 3:3)/— 65/— 8-2] — 11-7] — 16-4] — 14-7 
Furnishing ss iemasnie a we | — 18:1 | — 10-7 7:2 66| — 68}— 62) — 3-4/— 2-8] — 5&7] — 12-5] — 143 18-8 
Hardware ves woe | — 21:3 | — 28-4 18-6 | — 13-2 | — 11-4 | — 13-2] — 12-2} — 13-8 14-4] — 18-3] — 24:7] — 21-0 
Fancy departments... wie eo. | — 25:5 | — 20-2 16:1 - 19-8 12-6 | — 13-5 13:3} — 12-7} — 10-4] — 9-4 3-9|— 1-2 
Sports and travel ... = . | — 84] — 5&9 41} + 15] + 10/— 2:3 211+ 251+ 03 4-4 13-6|}— 9.6 
Miscellaneous and unspecified we | — OF] + O83] — 7-7 7-9 12-9 | — 10-9 7-0| — 13-9] — 18-5 21-6] — 21-4 17-7 
Total—Non-food merchandise ... | — 19-2 | — 18-1] — 146 13-7 11:0 | — 11-6] — 14:7] — 13-8} — 13-7] — 14-3] — 15-8} — 12-9 

», (compared with 6 years earlier) | + 21 + 10 + 14 + 14 + 25 + 45 + 37 + 21 + 10 + 4 - 6 + 16 
Food and perishables a — 56] — 39] + 28] + 53] +110] + 78 4-4) + 49]/+4+ 2-0 0:3} — 11-0] — 13-4 

» (compared with 6 years earlier) + 92 + 68 +129 | + 103 | + 79 + 93 + 68 + 64 + 68 + 60 + 55 + 64 
TOTAL iey ote int -- | — 18:2); —169|] — 133] — 12-] — 94 | — 92 | — 13-3) — 12-4) — 12-5 13-3} — 15-4 - 13°0 

»» (compared with 6 years earlier) | + 26 + 14 + 22 + 20 + 29 |}+48 |+39 + 23 + 14 + 8 - I + 20 
Scotland ane awa as o. | — 13-4 11-8 95) — 65] — 69|— 7-5|] — 13-9] —12-4 — 11-2} — 12-7} — 14:1 13.6 
North East ... a poe oon | = 20:2 18-7 13-6 13-5 | — 11-9 | — 13-1} — 19-0] —14-7 | — 12-5 16-7| — 14:7| — 16-7 
North West . ee | — 141 123) — 97) — 12-1) — 10-5 |] — 11-5| — 16-4 ie | ~ 11:7} — 17-8] — 15-2| — 16:3 
Midlands and South ‘Wales -. | — 210 21-1) — 15:7 13-5 | — 12:0 | — 16-:7| — 19-4) —14-2 | — 12-2 16-9 17-0 15:9 
South of England ... — 26:2 | — 25-7 | — 198 175 | — 140] — 7:7) — 18-5} —11°8 | — 10-5} — 14-0 6-6} — 10-5 
London (Central and West End) . — 10-5 | — 13:3 12-2 10:7 | — 11-0 | — 10-0] — 10-5} —12-6 | — 16-7| — 22:8] — 23-1] — 22-6 
London i_ray ‘ . | —17-2 |] — 18-7} —13-0} —12:2} — 92;—115) — 10-6] — 69] — 8-1) — 16-7 11:8 | — 22-6 
Unallocated . ‘ae we | — 147] —123] + 22) + 20] + 23) + 49/— 26] — 44)/—1b1L}— 112)/—161)— 0-2 




















decreases of between 11 and 20 per cent. Food and perishubles, 
on the other hand, showed very varying movements, with an 
increase of 11 per cent. in June and ending with a decrease of 
13-4 per cent.in January. Thesubstantial decreases recorded for 
December and January were largely due the fact that retailers 
were no longer obliged to keep a full fortnight’s stock of certain 
important rationed goods. 

















The individual categories all ended the year with lower stocks 
than at the beginning, the biggest decreases being for dress 
materials (35 per cent.), men’s wear (27 per cent.) and hardware 
(21 per cent.). The only category to show a preponderance of 
increases during the year was household piece-goods, for which 
increases were recorded in every month except the last. 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stock 
(Average Monthly Stocks in 1942 = 100) 

















Dress Materials Women’s Wear Men’s and Boys’ Wear Boots and Shoes 
Month —— ———. 
1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943-| 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 1944 | 1945 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 

January... ses 94 101 89 58 83 100 84 73 96 99 102 75 117 84 81 
February ... -- | 103 | 105 87 87 | 109 85 100 | 104 94 118 97 88 
March ous ov ae 107 88 2 115 90 100 108 94 115 85 78 
April une oo | 105 104 84 97 114 90 99 106 96 110 82 80 
May ee san 110 102 81 102 113 91 103 111 101 106 78 78 
June iene ar 106 101 80 102 115 97 100 113 101 97 75 79 
July se ae 97 102 79 102 112 94 100 117 100 96 76 84 
August a sa 99 101 73 107 113 88 101 117 92 91 74 72 
September ... see 98 94 67 113 105 85 104 113 88 93 72 68 
October... we 93 92 62 110 160 80 101 113 87 86 71 66 
November ... ae 92 91 58 110 98 81 100 116 89 87 75 66 

December ... me 95 86 55 95 85 69 95 | 101 71 83 77 64 | 

Year... ...| 100 | 99 | 75 100 | 107 | 86 100 | 110 | 93 | 100 | 79 | 75 | 

| 












































* The figures relate to stocks at the end of the month. 





Distribution of Industry Bill 


The second reading of the Distribution of Industry Bill took 
place on 21st March. It was moved by the President of the 
Board of Trade, Mr. Dalton. 


Sir George Schuster (L.N. Walsall), moved the following 
Amendment, which was seconded by Mr. W. J. Brown (Ind. 
Rugby). 


“That this House declines to proceed further with the Bill at 
present in view of the fact that, while its provisions would give 
the Board of Trade heavy responsibilities and formidable dis- 
criminatory powers which may affect not only particular locali- 
ties but the general development of British industry, no steps 
have been taken for establishing a central independent tribunal 
to survey the whole national position as recommended in the 
Report of the Barlow Commission (Cmd. 6153, 1940) ; and that 
there has been no satisfactory implementation of the Govern- 
ment’s intentions as indicated in paragraph 30 of Cmd. 6527 
that the Board of Trade should be suitably strengthened for 








undertaking new responsibilities such as those proposed in the 


Bill.” 


The following members spoke in the debate: 


Sir 


John 


Wardlaw-Milne (U. Kidderminster), Mr. Ellis Smith (La. Stoke), 
Colonel Greenwell (U. The Hartlepools), Mr. Frank Anderson 
Stalybridge 
Hyde), Mr. Daggar (La. Abertillery), Mr. John Maclay (L.N. 


(La. Whitehaven), Major Trevor Cox (U. 


Montrose), Mr. Sloan (La. South Ayrshire), Mr. 


(U. Harrow), Mr. Burke (La. Burnley), Mr. Hewlett (U. 
chester, Exchange), Mr. Murray (La. Spennymoor), Mr. Cyril 
Lloyd (U. Dudley), Mr. Clement Davies (L. Montgomery), Mr. 
Manningham-Buller (U. Daventry), Mr. Collindridge (La. Barns- 


ley), Mr. Higgs (U. Birmingham, West). 


and 


Norman Bower 


Man- 


The Minister of Production, Mr. Oliver Lyttleton, wound up 
the Debate. Sir George Schuster asked leave to withdraw the 
Amendment. The Amendment, by leave, was withdrawn, the 
main question put and agreed to. The Bill was accordingly 
read a second time and committed to a Standing Committee. 
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Official Announcements Affecting 
Trade and Industry 


Note: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 
or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Utility Curtain Cloth: Supply against dockets or permits : 
Some confusion appears to have arisen as a result of the Press 
Notice concerning the supply between traders of utility curtain 
cloth made from material originally intended for blackout cloth 
(see Curtain Cloth (Utility) Directions, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945, 
No. 17), (see Board of Trade Journal, 20th January 1945, page 28)) 
and especially as regards the surrender of coupons by the trader 
receiving the cloth. 

The green permit may be passed back from trader to trader 
and coupon-free replacement in curtain fabric only given against 
it. The permit cannot be paid into the holder’s coupon banking 
account, nor be used to purchase others kinds of material. 

The pink docket has attached to it a coupon equivalent docu- 
ment which the retailer should pay into his banking account. 
Orders, accompanied by pink dockets, for the utility curtain 
cloth from retailer to wholesaler or from wholesaler to manu- 
facturer must also be accompanied by a coupon transfer voucher 
in the usual way. 

The following illustrations will, it is hoped, make the position 
clear : 

(1) A trader who has green permits should pass them back to 
his supplier, from whom he will be able to obtain coupon-free 
replacement of curtain cloth to the amount inserted on the 
permit as having been supplied to the retailer customer. If he 
arranges to obtain an extra quantity as allowed under S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 17 (i.e. up to one-third of the area of cloth prescribed in 
the permit), a coupon transfer voucher is needed for the extra 
quantity only. 

(2) A trader who has pink dockets should bank the coupon 
equivalents which he has detached from the dockets, and give a 
transfer voucher for the whole of his order. 

(3) A trader using both green permits and dockets for the 
same order should pass back the permits and dockets to his 
supplier, together with a transfer voucher for the quantity 
covered by the dockets. If he wishes to have the extra material 
he should also pass back a transfer voucher for a quantity not 
exceeding one-third of the area covered by the permits and 
dockets together. 


Coupon Value. There seems also to be a misuaderstanding 
concerning the coupon value of the utility curtain cloths. 
Under the Consumer Rationing Order (see Board of Trad: 
Journal, 23rd December 1944, page 469), all non-wool utility 
curtain cloths are rated at 2 coupons per square yard no matter 
whether they are dyed, printed or jacquard woven. 


Allocation. Registered manufacturers of curtain fabrics 
should note that the arrangements for allocating the new pro- 
duction of utility curtain fabrics are being modified. Up to the 
present, new production has been allocated to manufacturers in 
part on a basis of their standard period trade and in part in 
replacement of cloth supplied by them against permits or 
dockets. Specific replacement of cloth supplied by registered 
manufacturers against dockets will cease in respect of supplies 
made after 3lst March 1945. Thereafter the allocation of new 
production to manufacturers will be entirely on the basis of their 
standard period trade, except in so far as replacement of cloth 
supplied against dockets up to 31st March has still to be effected. 
This change does not alter the obligation on all allocation holders 
to supply utility curtain fabrics only against the surrender of 
buying permits or priority dockets. 


* 


Sheet Supplies against Dockets : As some wholesalers have com- 
plained that they were unable to obtain sheets against priority 
dockets from their suppliers, the Board of Trade wish to explain 
the exact working of this scheme. 

The total reserve of sheets held by various manufacturers has 
always been adequate to meet the dockets presented. None of 
the eighth period supplies were reserved against dockets because 
adequate reserves had been built up in the sixth and seventh 
periods, and therefore the Board of Trade decided to allow the 
whole of the eighth period production to reach the trade in the 
ordinary way for sale to non-docket holders. 

In the ninth period a substantial part of the production is 
again being reserved for dockets. 

If a wholesaler’s regular supplier is unable to meet his orders, 
the wholesaler can apply to the Utility Cloth Office (Cotton 


Board), 108 Portland Street, Manchester 1. for the names of alter- 
native suppliers. Only a few applications of this kind have 
been made, but the Utility Cloth Office have been able to help 
these wholesalers to secure supplies against dockets without 
delay. 

Some of the complaints that dockets cannot be met have, 
however, arisen from traders being unable to find articles of the 
particular style, make or colour they prefer. 

In view of the production difficulties, traders and members 
of the public are reminded that there can be no guarantee that 
an article of a specific type or quality will be supplied against a 
docket . 

This applies to blankets as well as to sheets. 

The trade and public are, therefore, asked to co-operate by 
accepting whatever type of blankets or sheets their supplier can 
give them. 

The Board are taking further steps to inform the general public 
that the possession of a priority docket simply entitles the 
holder to a blanket or a sheet, and not to one of any specific size, 
quality or colour. 


* 


Utility Apparel : The Board of Trade, after consultation with the 
Central Price Regulation Committee, have issued the Utility 
Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) (No. 2) Order, 1945 
(S. R, & O. 1945, No. 303, price 1d.), which will comeinto operation 
on Tuesday, 3rd April 1945. The Order brings into operation a 
new Related Schedule—No. 4C, price 3d.—which contains distri- 
butors’ ceiling prices for corsets and brassieres and women’s and 
maids’ utility underwear and nightwear (other than knitted 
apparel). The preivous Related Schedule dealing with these 
goods—No. 48— and the Supplement thereto are revoked. 

The new Schedule makes the following changes in wholesalers’ 
and retailers’ ceiling prices :- 

(1) Prices for all types of corsets and brassieres made from 
cloths with 4-figure specification numbers have been raised 
slightly in consequence of increases recently made in the manu- 
facturers’ prices. 

(2) Prices for garments made from a number of new cloths 
have been added. 

(3) Prices for pyjamas made from cloths of specification 
Nos. 3011 and 3012/1 have been reduced, as also have prices for 
nightdresses of sizes WX and larger from these cloths. These 
reductions follow on changes made some time ago in manufac- 
turers’ prices. 


* 


Cinematograph Quotas : Revised Money-Footage Ratio: Mini- 
mum cost tests for British films ranking for renters’ quota were 
prescribed by the Cinematograph Films Act, 1938, and the 
minimum figures then laid down were increased by 50 per cent. 
all round by a recent Order made by the Board of Trade (S. R. & 
O. 1944 No. 1426) after approval by both Houses of Parliament. 
That Order, however, affects only those renters whose quota per- 
formance is still measured entirely on a footage basis only, and 
the Board announced, when it was in draft, that if Parliament 
approved the Order, it would be followed up by an Order in 
Council introducing the appropriate and corresponding changes 
to the provisions of the alternative monetary quota. 

At present the Defence (Cinematograph Quotas) Regulations, 
1940, as amended by S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2278, provide as an 
alternative to the quota conditions set out in the Act that a 
renter will comply with the law so long as the British films he 
acquires satisfy, inter alia, certain conditions as to cost (Reg. 2). 
These conditions are that the total labour costs of at least one 
long film acquired for distribution in Great Britain must not be 
less than £3 per foot length of film (Reg. 2 (a) (iii) ) and that the 
costs include payments to British subjects or persons domiciled 
in His Majesty’s dominions amounting to not less than £1 for 
each foot of the length of film (Reg. 2(b)) which the renter 
would have had to acquire to comply with Section 1 of the 1938 
Act. Under certain conditions the Board of Trade may also 
allow the renter to discharge part of his obligation by acquiring 
one or more British films, at a price of not less than £20,000 per 
film, for distribution in a foreign country and not for distribution 
in Great Britain (Reg. 3): on this basis every £2 of the price 
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Official Announcements —continued 


paid for the foreign rights reduced the obligation by 1 foot 
(Reg. 3 (1) (i)). 

The effect of the New Order in Council dated 21st March 1945 
(S. R. & O. 1945 No. 314, price 1d.), will be to increase by 50 per 
cent. the sums referred to above, of £3, £1 and £2 specified in 
Regulations 2 (a) (iii), 2 (b) and 3 (1) (i) respectively. 


* 


New Haberdashery Order: Maximum cash prices have been 
fixed for further articles of haberdashery by the Miscellaneous 
Haberdashery (Maximum Prices) Order, 1945 (S. Rk & O. 1945 
No. 300, price 2d.), which comes into operation on 2nd April 
1945, made by the Board of Trade, after consultation with the 
Central Price Regulation Committee, and which replaces the 
existing Miscellaneous Haberdashery (Maximum Prices) Order. 

Slide fasteners, face cloths, press fasteners on tape, white brass 
pins and brass safety pins, covered rubber thread and all widths 
of braided cotton and rayon elastic are price controlled under 
this Order, in addition to articles covered by the previous Order. 
The maximum prices which manufacturers, wholesalers and 
retailers may charge for these goods are set out in the First 
Schedule. 

Apart from the revision of the Schedule, the only change in 
the provisions of the existing Order is a modification of the 
regulations requiring traders to inform their customers of their 
maximum prices. Manufacturers and wholesalers must now do 
this with their first delivery of goods to each customer after the 
Order comes into operation but they need not repeat the informa- 
tion with subsequent deliveries. Retailers must now display a 
notice in the form prescribed by the Second Schedule informing 
their customers that maximum prices are fixed for these articles 
of haberdashery, and offering to show them the list of maximum 
prices on request. 


* 


Services Laundry Charges : The Board of Trade, after consulta- 
tion with the Central Price Regulation Committee, have made 
the Services Laundry (Maximum Charges) Order, 1945 (8. R. & O. 
1945, No. 299, price 1d.), which comes into force on 2nd April 
1945 and amends the Services Laundry (Maximum Charges) 
Order, 1944 (see Board of Trade Journal, 20th May 1944, page 186). 
The effect of the amendment is to increase by 5 per cent. the 
maximum charges previously in force in Northern Ireland, for 
Services laundering. 


* 
Utility Furniture: New Firms: Following are the latest addi- 


tions to the list of firms designated for the production of utility 
furniture :— 


Licence Name and Address Article 
No. 
301 Greaves & Thomas Ltd., Sideboards, dining-tables, 
Amhurst Works, North- divans. 
wold Rd., London, E.5. 
302 Supolstery Ltd., Supol- Bedsteads, armchairs, 
stery Works, Cardiff. fireside chairs, bed- 
chairs, bed-settees, 
curbs. 
303 H. & R. Davis (Cardiff) Dining chairs, kitchen 
Ltd., Stanley Street, chairs. 
Cardiff. 
304 Harris Lebus, Finsbury Robes-chests, _ tallboys, 
Works, Tottenham, bedsteads, sideboards, 
N.17. dining-tables, curbs. 
Note: Bedsteads, will be in production first, followed by side- 


boards and dining-tables, bedroom furniture and curbs in that 
order. 


* 


Sales of Sports Footwear for Unit Command Use : The War Office 
have issued instructions to Unit Commands that the future 
procedure for the purchase of sports footwear from retailers 
shall be as follows :— 

(1) Before ordering supplies O.C.’s are required to obtain 
confirmation of their requirements by the Secretary of the 
Sports Equipment Rations Committee of the Command District 
of A.A. Group in which the unit is situated. The confirmation 
is to take the form of an endorsement by the Secretary of the 
certificate of essentiality. 

(2) Unit Commands and traders must be prepared to accept 
football and rugby boot utilising uppers and upper materials 
recovered from Service boots. 

(3) Certificates of essentiality should be submitted as follows:— 

(a) To the retailer by the O.C. in support of his requirements. 

(b) By the retailer to the manufacturer of the footwear. 
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(c) By the manufacturer to Footwear Control, Board of Trade, 
16 Headlands, Kettering, in support of applications for 
release of materials. 

(4) No undertaking can be given in advance that manu- 
facturing capacity will be available to meet requirements and 
retailers are notified that no guarantee can be given to replace 
stocks sold against endorsed certificates of essentiality. 

(5) Other items of sportswear will continue to be purchased 
as hitherto. 


* 


Loose Coupons: Transfer between Traders: With reference to 
the notice in Board of Trade Journal 24th March 1945, page 120— 
the third paragraph should read “ Loose coupons may not be 
placed on deposit,” . . . and not as therein stated. 


* 


Shellac : It has been decided to resume the importation of shellac 
on private account into the United Kingdom. 

Accordingly the Ministry of Supply will cease to buy shellac 
in India on public account as from 3lst March 1945, and there- 
after private traders may purchase in India for shipment to this 
country subject to the Government of India Lac Export Control 
Order, 1944. 

Applications for import licences should be made to the Import 
Licensing Department, Board of Trade, 1-6 Tavistock Square, 
London, W.C.1. 

The existing arrangements for the distribution of Ministry of 
Supply stocks through the Shellac Distributing Agency Ltd. 
will remain unchanged for the time being. ; 


* 


Shipping on Statutory Prohibited List: There is no change 
to report in Statutory List “‘A” as published in Board of 
Trade Journal, 24th March 1945, pages 121-122. 


* 


Fishery Statistics for England and Wales: The Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries has issued a preliminary statement 
which shows that the total value of sea fish of British taking 
returned as landed in England and Wales during February and 
the two months ended 28th February 1945 was £765,868 and 
£1,417,327 respectively. The corresponding figures for 1938 
were £950,784 and £2,009,671. 


* 


Fishery Statistics for Scotland: A statement issued by the 
Scottish Home Department shows that the value of fish returned 
as landed on the Scottish coasts by British fishing vessels during 
February and the two months ended 28th February 1945 was 
£385,009 and £651,482 as against £316,683 and £600,602 respec- 
tively in the corresponding periods of 1938. 


* 


Dominican Republic: Tax on Documents: H.M. Minister at 
Ciudad Trujillo has forwarded a translation of a law No. 796, 
promulgated on 19th January and published in the Dominican 
Official Gazette (No. 6201) dated 20th January, which establishes 
an additional tax of 3 per cent. ad val. on goods imported into 
the Dominican Republic. The tax will be collected by the 
Customs authorities at the same time as other duties and taxes. 

Books, magazines, periodicals and other publications are 
exempt from the tax. 


* 


Prisoner of War Mail to Germany: The Postmaster-General 
announces that in the present phase of the war, transport condi- 
tions make it difficult to forward next-of-kin and permit parcels 
to prisoners of war in Germany. Although, therefore, it is hoped 
that it may still be possible to forward the parcels already on 
hand, it is necessary to suspend further posting of next-of-kin 
and permit parcels for the present. Next-of-kin and others who 
are in possession of labels and coupons are asked not to return 
them to the Red Cross but to keep them safely until further 
notice. 


* 


Postal Service to Holland :- The Postmaster-General announces 
that the postal service to the liberated areas of Holland has been 
extended to include private and business letters not exceeding 
I oz. in weight. Business correspondence is still restricted to 
ascertaining facts and exchanging information. The rates of 
postage are :— 

Letters 3d. (limit of weight 1 0z.). Postcards 2d. 

Correspondence cannot be accepted for registration, insurance 
or express delivery ; and no air mail, money order or parcel post 
service is available. 
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Customs Regulations and Tariff 
Changes 





AUSTRALIA The present excise duty on cigarettes manufactured in Northern Imp 
> ox: ee a : ax igarettes i i 7 Te 
Marking of Textile Products : The Board of Trade have received ; eae laa a ee ee =i 
Tr of Acts of the States of Queensland and Victoris entitled In packets irrespective of weight which are retailed at not more Brit 
oe ecg: : T he 7 rade Descript ions (Textile I madante) Act of than Id. per packet—}d. (no change). of £: 
— and “The Goods ( Dextile Products) Act, 1944. ; : Other packets or containers for every } oz. or fraction thereof — ¢ i 
These Acts are substantially the same as the “Textile Pro- 444. (formerly 1d.). ac £224 
ducts Description Act 1944” of the State of South Australia, az F ther 
copy of which was published in Board of Trade Journal, of 3rd whic 
March, page 91. * prev 
Both Acts contain, however, a provision that the description A 
of an article of wearing apparel shall state that such description of tz 
does not refer to linings, interlinings or trimmings. es : : in 1! 
There is also included in the list of ingredients the percentage Suspension of Customs Duties on Cement : A Supplement to the O 
of which must be shown in the description, a further item ‘‘ All Northern Rhodesia Government Gazette, 5th January 1945 f t 
ote Gives” contains a copy of Government Notice No. 4 of 1945 which 5 > 
Each Act is to come into operation on proclamation by the suspends as from 22nd October 1944, the Customs import duties ie 
Gewsaer ta Connell. : payable in respect of cement classified under Tariff item 162 (a). ond 
Copies of the Acts can be seen by persons interested on one 
application to the Department of einem Trade, Hawkins E 
House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W. * ap 
bein 
* PALESTINE om 

Customs Tariff Modifications : The Board of Trade have received 
BRAZIL copies of Cust oms Tariff and Exemption (Amendment of Schedule) a“ 

Order in Council 1945, dated 4th January, and Orders Nos. 2 


Customs Tariff Modifications : The Counsellor (Commercial) to and 3, dated 10th and 12th January respectively, which provide 
H.M. Embassy at Rio de Janeiro reports, by telegraph, that for the following modifications to the Palestine Customs Tariff. 
Decree Law No. 7367 of sth March 1945, published on 13th 








March, modifies the rates of import duty on woollen goods ; 

specified in Class 6 (Tariff Nos. 133 to 180) of the Brazilian Article Rate of Duty 
Customs Tariff. -The rates of duty on manulactared yarcs axe, ee eerer> Foo 
generally speaking, doubled and those on dressed wool more than Mils Foo 
doubled. The law came into force on 13th March, but orders 605. Motor spirits... ° ° agers 16-7 Spi 
outstanding on 8th March are subject to the former rates of | 265A. Badger skins, raw or r dried see Exempt li 
duty. 219. Metal waste and scrap of brass, copper, iron Tob 
Further particulars will be published as soon as possible. tin or aluminium fit only for the recovery of Live 
metal... is a vs veh ro Exempt Ani 
‘ a wi ailipiianitaniy a st 
* ' Veg 
The wording in italics represents an addition to the tariff. Apy 
Pair 


NORTHERN RHODESIA " Bias 








Customs Tariff: Excise Duty and Surtax on Cigarettes: The al 
Board of Trade have received copies of the Customs and Excise Wo 
Duties (Amendment) Ordinance 1945 and the Cigarette Excise TRINIDAD ar 
and Surtax (Amendment) Ordinance 1945 which in effect W 
a . Sap . o Whe “* Piste Aa = i r 9 ¢ 
extend until 31st December 1945 the operation of the additional Exemptions from Duty: The Trinidad Royal Gazette ’’ 2nd Pay 
duties imposed in 1940 on the following goods. Unless these November 1944 contains a copy of a Resolution, adopted by the Jew 
Ordinances are re-enacted upon their expiration the duties will Legislative Council on 27th October 1944, which provides for the Opt 
revert to the former rates. addition to the Trinidad Table of Exemptions from Customs it 
Duty of ‘*‘ Fish hooks (common), seine twine, bronze fishing wire Dri 
l ; ~ ~ and pine tar.” 
Present Customs — 
Duties (including Former Customs 
additional Duties Dutie 8 
hecnoen 8 Tn +. 
Article | | Prefer- Prefer- 
| | ential ential 
General | and General and 
Tariff Congo Tariff Cong¢ 
| Basin UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
| Tariff ‘Tariff 
—_——. Siritacivaniwca. Control of Imports: With reference to the notice under the 
48. Ale, beer, cider and perry: nS above heading in Board of Trade Journal, 17th March 1945, 
all kinds, of strength exceeding page 114, and previous notices, the Board of Trade have received Tra 
3 per cent, of proof spirit ‘ 26 
per imperial gall. |0 5 6/0 5 0/0 3 6/0 3 0 a copy of General Imports Order M.63, as amended at 14th mo) 
50. KO table anirit February 1945. cl 
(ce) (i 1er potable spirits ex- a . . . : 
ceeding 3 per ney of sanel spirit Che following amendments have been made in the lists attached to 1 
but not including rum o the Order :— Cof 
per imperial gall. | 212 0/212 0/210 0/210 0 os Jrder : ee 
52. Wines : ny 
(a) Still wines not exceeding ADD TO LIST II Ex 
20 per cent. of proof spirit of 
wench eae. 0 mA 0)0 in o;0 m 07;0 if 0 Collapsible tubes, filled or empty manufactured in whole or in ae 
a “/ %/0 %/o v7 » 
(b) Still wines, exceeding 20 per ° part of lead or alloy ; , ‘ 
yy but not exceed- Storage batteries (lead acid type) ; No 
c - ent. — ° a . sN@) 
per imperial gall. | 010 0/010 0/0 8 0/0 8 0 Foil manufactured in whole or in part of lead or lead alloy. 
and in addition ad valorem 15% 15% 15% 15% of 1 
(c) Sparking wines as ¢ 
per imperial gall. | 0 14 61/014 61012 6/1012 6 OMITTED FROM THE SCOPE OF THE ORDER . 
and in addition ad valorem | 15% 15% 15% 15% §00 
195. Motor spirit, namely: ben- Cotton rope for spinning mules I 
zine benzoline, naphtha (non-pot- Ain 2 i . ss 
able), gasoline, petrol; and petro- Nitrates, sodium and potassium. val 
oa and conl-tar spirit A copy of the Order can be seen by persons interested on Jur 
-? ° ° 2 aCe 
per imperial gall. | 0 0 610 0 6] Free Free application to the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins ace 
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Overseas Trade Reports and 
Statistics . 


AUSTRALIA 


Imports and Exports, 1943-44: Statistics covering Australia’s 
overseas trade for the year ended 30th June 1944, published in 
“Commercial Intelligence Journal,” show that the value in 
British currency was approximately £327,132,000, an increase 
of £2,506,000 over the previous year’s total of £324,626,000. 

The total value of imports was £210,029,000 as compared with 

224,385,000 for 1942-43, a decline of £14,356,000. However, 
there was an, increase of £16,862,000 in the total value of exports, 
which amounted to £117,103,000, as against £100,241,000 in the 
previous year. 

As in the past few years, there was again an adverse balance 
of trade amounting to £92,926,000 as compared with £124,144,000 
in 1942-43. 

Owing to wartime restrictions, statistics showing the direction 
of trade are unavailable, so that an analysis of the trading 
position in relation to individual countries cannot be supplied, 
with the exception of figures for gold, silver and bronze specie 
and certain essential war materials, statistics covering imports 
and exports by main classes are available for publication, 

Exports (valued in Australian currency) in 1943-44 showed 
an advance of £A.21,120,000 over the 1942-43 figures, the totals 
being £A.146,672,000 and £A.125,552,000 respectively. The 
following table indicates the values of the imports and exports 
by main classes for the years 1942-43 and 1943-44 :— 

















Imports Exports 
Class —— 
1942-43] 1943-44) 1942-43/1943-44 
£000 s|terling £A,|000 
Total a .». |224,385 [210,029 |125,552 [146,672 
Foodstuffs of animal origin... 843 688 | 23,445] 24,846 
Foodstuffs of vegetable origin 6,348| 4,609] 16,344] 26,617 
Spirituous and alcoholic 
liquors us fen Sols 152 112; 1,321] 1,354 
Tobacco i Poe sme 1,567 4,264 677 863 
Live animals ... be ads 6 31 57 49 
Animal substances not food- 
stuffs — = 624 513] 48,169] 52,626 
Vegetable substances : 4,638| 4,875 543 951 
Apparel, textiles and yarns... | 25,875] 33,854] 2,599] 2,928 
Paints and varnishes... 447 440 184 109 
Stones and minerals ... ” 1,397| 1,432) 1,942; 2,472 
Metals, metal manufactures 
and machinery . 88,076| 94,476} 7,274) 7,306 
Wood and wicker... aoe 473 612 480 353 
Sarthenware, glass and stone- 
ware ie vas 897 779 164 193 
Paper and stationery -- | 2,046) 4,510 477 375 
Jewellery and fancy goods ... 469 515 39 114 
Optical, surgical and scientific 
instruments ve ave 1,555| 1,618 382 185 
Drugs, chemicals and fertilisers| 5,272) 5,855| 1,106} 1,203 

















* 


BRAZIL 


Trade January-June 1944: Exports from Brazil in the first six 
months of 1944 amounted in value to $290,032,000, showing an 
increase of $74 million over the first six months of 1943, according 
to the bulletin of the Brazilian Information Bureau at Ottawa. 
Coffee was the leading export commodity, the value of coffee 
exports exceeding 38 per cent. of the value of total exports. 
Exports of coffee, sugar, cacao and rice had an aggregate value 
of $130,400,000 as against $83,370,000 in the corresponding 
period of 1943. Among raw materials, cotton was the leading 
export, accounting for 7 per cent. of the total export value. 
Next in order were carnauba wax and rock crystal. The value 
of raw materials exported was 25-5 per cent. of the total value 
as compared with 22 per cent. The percentage of manufactured 
goods exported was approximately the same. 

Imports during the period under review are estimated at a 
value of $205,840,000, an appreciable advance over the January— 
June period of 1943. Wheat was the leading import commodity, 
accounting for 14-5 per cent. of the total value. 


BRITISH INDIA 


Crop Conditions and Outlook: The Department of Commercial 
Intelligence and Statistics, Calcutta, reports as follows on the 
crops in India for the weeks ended on the dates given :— 

Bihar, 12th March. Crop prospects are fair on the whole. 

Orissa, 12th March. The threshing of paddy and wheat and 
the harvesting of wheat are progressing. 

Punjab, 12th March. Standing crops are unchanged. 

Central Provinces, 9th March. There has been slight damage 
to wheat by rust in Saugor and Sindhara, otherwise standing 
crops of rabi are satisfactory. The harvesting and threshing of 
rabi are progressing. 

Assam, 12th March. Crop prospects of outturn are fair. 

Bengal, 7th March. Standing crops are favourable. 
harvesting of rabi is progressing. 


The 


* 


CANADA 


Import Sources in 1944: The following table, compiled by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, shows the values of the 
imports supplied by the principal contributing countries during 
1944, together with the comparative figures for 1943 :— 








Country 1944 1943 
Thousand) dollars 

All countries—total 1,758,898 1,735,077 
British Empire—total 220,354 238,631 
British S. Africa 5.551 3,770 
British India 27,878 17,090 
British Guiana... as seus 7,225 8,255 
Barbados 8,207 5,115 
Jamaica nee 12,624 9,350 
Newfoundland... 9,306 7,176 
Australia 12,540 11,453 
New Zealand ... 8,744 24,776 
United Kingdom 110,599 134,965 
Foreign countries—total 1,538,544 1,496,446 
United States ... 1,447,226 1,423,672 
Argentina 9,564 10,199 
Brazil 7,224 4.800 
Colombia 13,782 5,021 
Cuba 4,229 8,552 
Mexico san 13,119 12,503 
San Domingo ... 4,962 170 
Switzerland 4,766 3,752 
Venezuela 13,826 6,004 











* 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


Salmon Fishery : Concern has been expressed in Newfoundland 
regarding the future of the local salmon industry, as a result of 
an, apparent decline in the number of fish, states the Canadian 
Trade Commissioner at St. John’s. Prior to 1926, when fresh 
frozen salmon shipments to the United Kingdom began, the 
salmon, fishery was of only minor importance to Newfoundland. 
Exports of fresh and frozen salmon during the period 1926-32 
ranged from 1 to 5 million lbs. per annum. In 1938 exports 
amounted to 4} million lbs., as compared with 1} million lbs. in 
1943. At the same time, exports of pickled salmon fell from 
481,000 Ibs. to 243,000 Ibs. Canned salmon production is also 
declining, and in 1944 production from 198 factories is not likely 
to have exceeded 7,000 cases as compared with 9,448 cases in 
1943, when 202 factories were operating. 

Although reliable evidence is lacking, fishermen claim that 
the salmon are getting progressively smaller in size; whereas 
8 to 10 lbs. was once considered an average, the present average 
is not much above 6 lbs. 

The Government is studying the habits of the salmon in the 
hope that something can, be done to maintain or increase produc- 
tion. A number of tagging experiments have been, carried out 
and a considerable amount of information has been, built up. 
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Companies.—Bedford Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. (Blackpool 2635.) 


Companies (Winding Up).—Columbia House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2. 
Control of Factory and Storage Premises.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


Establishment. —Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 
Export Licensing.—4 Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C.3. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Finance.—New Oxford House, Bloomsbury Way, London, W.C.1. 
(Euston 4433.) 
(Whitehall 5140.) 


Import Licensing.—1-—6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 
Industrial and Export Council.—Millbank, London, S8.W.1. 


(Chancery 5412.) 
(Whitehall 5140.). 


(Avenue 3111.) 


(Holborn 4311.) 


Industries and Manufactures (Division I).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 


S.W.1. (Victoria 4477.) 


1-6 Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 


(Eustor 4433.) 


Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Industries and Manufactures (Division II).—North Gate, Prince Albert Road, London, N.W.6. (Cunningham 8000.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Division IV).—Neville House, Page Street, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 9040.) 
Industries and Manufactures (Engineering).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Industries and Manufactures (General).—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 

Insurance and Companies.—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, $.W.1. (Abbey 3801.) 


Intelligence and Parliamentary Branch.—Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 


Patent Office and Industrial Property.—25 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. (Holborn 8721.) 


Priorities.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Public Relations.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 
Solicitors.—Millbank, London, 8.W.1. (Whitehall 5140.) 


Abbey House 2-8 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


(Abbey 4333.) 


(Including Ministry of Fuel and Power Branch, Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, London, 8.W.1.) (Abbey 7000.) 


Standards.—Boots Hotel, North Promenade, Blackpool. 

Statistics—Romney House East, Tufton Street, London, 8.W.1. 
S.W.1. ( Victoria 7032.) 

Trading with the Enemy.—24 Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 
address.) 


(Holborn 4300.) 


(Blackpool 2635.) 
(Whitehall 5140.) Chapter Street House, Chapter Street, London, 


(The Custodian of Enemy Property is at the same 





Department of Overseas Trade : (Joint Department under the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade.) Millbank, London, 8.W.1. 


(Whitehall 5140.) 
Export Credits Guarantee Department : 


London, 8.W.1. (Victoria 7503.) 


Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, Grosvenor Road, London, 8.W.1. 
9 Clements Lane, London, E.C.4. 
Price Regulation Committee.—Queen Anne’s Chambers, 41 Tothill Street, London, 8.W.1. 


(Victoria 4477.) 
(Mansion House 8771.) 


(Whitehall 7010.) 23 Buckingham Gate, 


REGIONAL CONTROLLERS 





Region 


Name and Address 





. Northern. 
(Northumberland, Durham and the North Riding of 
Yorkshire.) 

. North Eastern. 
(East and West Riding of Yorkshire and York C.B.) 

. North Midland. 
(Derbyshire, Notts, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Rutland, 
Northants, and Soke of Peterborough.) 

. Eastern. 
{Huntingdonshire, Cambridgeshire, ~Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Bedfordshire, Isle of Ely, Essex (less portion in Region 5) 
and Herts (less portion in Region 5).] 

5. London. 
(Counties of London, and Middlesex, and those portions 
of Surrey, Essex, Kent and Herts within the boundary 
of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 

. Southern. 
(Oxfordshire, Bucks, Berks, Hants, Isle of Wight and 
Dorset.) 

. South Western. 
(Gloucester, Wilts, Somerset, Devon and Cornwall.) 


3. Wales. 


. Midland. 
(Shropshire, Staffs, Warwick, Worcester and Hereford- 
shire.) 

. North Western. 
(Cumberland, Westmorland, Lancs and Cheshire.) 

. Scotland. 


. South Eastern. 
(Sussex and those portions of Kent and Surrey outside 
the boundary of the Metropolitan Police Area.) 

. Northern Ireland. 


3. A. Sadler Forster, Esq., Watson House, Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. (Tel. : Newcastle-on-Tyne 28831.) 


+. E. Naylor, Esq., Sheldon House, Queen Street, Leeds 1. 
(Tel. : Leeds 30827.) 

. L. Piggott, Esq., C.B.E., M.C., Government Buildings, Clifton 
Boulevard, Nottingham. (Tcl.: Nottingham 73013.) 


. W. Burkitt, Esq., New Court, Trinity College, Cambridge. 
(Tel. : Cambridge 56221.) 


Captain 8. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Tel. : Abbey 3206.) 


Captain H. W. Weathersbee, c/o Horlicks Ltd., Slough, Bucks. 
(Tel. : Slough 22322.) 


Barry Kay, Esq., Hyde Lodge Mansions, Westbury Park, 
Bristol 6. (Tel.: Bristol 38446.) 

E. Brunning, Esq., 68 Cathedral Road, Cardiff. 
5920.) 

A. Heckle, Esq., C. M. L. Building, Great Charles Street, Bir- 
mingham 3. (Tel.: Central 8231.) 


(Tel. : Cardiff 


H. N. Grundy, Esq., O.B.E., M.A., 77-79, Fountain Street, 
Manchester 2. (Tel. : Central 5411-5.) 

R. A. Maclean, Esq., 95 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
City 6511.) 

Captain 8S. J. Graham, 25 Victoria Street, London, S.W.!- 
(Tel.: Abbey 3206.) 


(Tel. : 


G. H. E. Parr, Esq., M.B.E., Ministry of Commerce (Northern 
Ireland), Chichester Street, Belfast. (Tel.: Belfast 21212.) 
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